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Victorians
reporta
UFO

MELBOURNE: An unidentified

flyingobjectwas reportedcrossing

the sky aboveVictoriashortlyafter

6pmon
Friday,according

toa
Federal

Departmentof Transport

spokesman.

Sightings came from
south-eastern

Melbournesuburbs,MoorabbinAirport,
south-eastof Melbourne,and

Shepparton,
180 kilometresto the

north.

The
department spokesmansaid the

objectwas sightedin the
north-eastern

sky.

An
air-trafficcontroller

at
Moorabbin

Airport reported
the objectas being

"bright silver"at firstbut changing

colourto greenand red as it headed

further north.A
spokesman

for the
Federal Government committee
monitoring

spaceobjectssaid therewas
"littlechance"

theobjectwasthe
Russian

satelliteCosmoswhichpassesover
Australia

fourtimesa day.

The
satellite

was
scheduled

to pass
over SouthAustralia

and
Queensland

at
6.30pmbut shouldnot havebeenvisible
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from Victoria.

"The
Government

is confidentthat if
therewas any changein the Cosmos

orbitthe UnitedStateswouldnotify
Australia,"

he said.

Callsreporting sightingsbegansoon
after6pm.
Melbourneairportflight-serviceofficer

Mr JoeWhitesaid,"I was
sitting

at my
flight-serviceconsoleand I just

sawitinthe
background

outthe
window.

It was headingdownwardsat a
steepangle,about

80
degrees,

butdis-
appearedfromsightbeforeit

reached

the ground.

"It was brightgreenand had a tail

of lightbehindit whichwasalsoa green

colour."

The senior operations controller
at

TullamarineAirport,Mr Brian
Whiteley,

saidthe objectdid not show

upon
radar screens

anda
check con-

firmed thatno
aircraft

were
missing.

"We contactedthe RAAF and have
reportedit as an

unidentified
flying

object,"he said.

An officerat
Tidbinbilla

DeepSpace
CommunicationsCentre in Canberra

said that no NASA stationaroundthe

worldhad reportedany
satellite coming

down.

The
president

of the
Victorian

UFO
ResearchSociety,Mrs JudithMagee,

saidreportsof
sightings

dieddown
yesterday

andshefeltit hadbeenthe
Cosmos satellite.


